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Contact: Brian LoPinto (FOHS) (973) 773-8646


Councilman Andre Sayegh (973) 204-5617

                                                    Date: October 6, 2009

Friends of Hinchliffe Stadium and City Councilman Andre Sayegh to Hold Forum

For immediate release:

PATERSON, N.J. – The Friends of Hinchliffe Stadium along with Paterson City Councilman Andre Sayegh will   host a forum to discuss the future of Hinchliffe Stadium on Friday, October 23, 2009, 7:00 PM at The Paterson Museum, 2 Market Street, Paterson, New Jersey. 

Recently, Councilman Sayegh traveled to Rickwood Field in Birmingham, Alabama to learn about that city’s effective efforts in restoring its historic stadium. Built in 1910, Rickwood Field is America’s oldest ballpark and has served the Birmingham community without fail for 99 years and counting. To celebrate its centennial, the Birmingham City Council voted unanimously to approve a resolution to renovate Rickwood Field and open a museum to celebrate its rich baseball history. Councilman Sayegh firmly believes that the Rickwood model will work in Paterson.

"The Rickwood Field formula proves that there is hope for Hinchliffe Stadium,” said Councilman Sayegh. “Birmingham’s ability to build civic capacity and rehabilitate their historic facility should be a case study in urban development courses."

Rickwood Field and Hinchliffe Stadium have the distinction of being two of only three remaining stadiums with significant Negro League service in the United States. The third is Bush Stadium in Indianapolis, Indiana. 

Built in 1932, Hinchliffe Stadium, along with Rickwood Field and Bush Stadium, is on the National Register of Historic Places. Hinchliffe Stadium was home to the New York Black Yankees and the New York Cubans of the Negro League, the Paterson Panthers, Paterson Giants, Paterson Nighthawks and the Silk City Bears in professional football, world class racing, boxing and national entertainment acts.   

The Friends of Hinchliffe Stadium (www.hinchliffestadium.org) is a non-profit organization dedicated to the revitalization of historic Hinchliffe Stadium while raising awareness of Hinchliffe Stadium’s national significance. 

For further information please contact Brian LoPinto at (973) 773-8646.
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